HOAs & Habitat

Conserving wildlife habitat in
HOA open spaces.

Al b s lobitot,
nga///%fo‘f 17 m;l‘éw/.

2022 Partners

Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance
Gallatin County Weed District

Porcupine Landowners
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THREATS TO WILDLIFE

In the Big Sky area, habitat fragmentation and loss
are fundamental threats to wildlife survival. When
ecosystems are dramatically impacted by human
activities, such as development, wildlife may no
longer be able to provide the food, water, cover, and
places to raise young that they need to survive.

The threat of invasive species to wildlife habitat
(forage reduction, changes in water quality and
availability, and disruption of seasonal migration
patterns) is only increasing as Big Sky continues to
grow.

TIMETO ACT

In response, the Alliance initiated our Habitat Owners
Association program to manage invasive plants in HOA
open space for the benefit of wildlife.

Partnering with HOAs and the Gallatin County Weed
District, the Alliance aims to enhance wildlife habitat in
HOA open space by leading an invasive species
management effort for a three-year period. The goal is to
assist the HOA with education and technical assistance to
kick start habitat improvement.

PORCUPINE PARK

Porcupine Park is a 460 acre subdivision with 160
acres of total open space.

Preserved in perpetuity, these opens spaces are
traditional migration paths for the Porcupine Park elk
herd and are critical calving sites in the spring.

Landowners see elk, deer, black and grizzly bears,
moose, and other wildlife year round throughout the
development.

2022 EFFORT

On July 28, five landowners joined two Alliance
members and two Weed District staff to treat
approximately 51 acres or prime year-round elk
habitat. The treatment value of this effort totaled
$3,256. The Alliance will be working again with
Porcupine HOA in 2023 to help conserve this critical
elk habitat.



